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1. Introduction 
Public dissemination events were delivered to communicate key messages of the Excalibur project to the 
general public from adults and young people to children as outlined in D 6.21 (New Communication and 
dissemination plan). The topics covered several distinct but connected subject areas including impact of new 
knowledge on sustainable and biodiversity-based practices in agriculture, potential of bioinoculant for 
reduction of use of chemicals in horticulture, and application of cutting edge tools. There was also messaging 
on the role and importance of microorganisms for soil and plant health. The science objectives were also 
used as a platform to spark interest in science and science career path. The science communication activities 
catered for member of the general public already interested in horticulture, farming, sciences and science 
themed education activities, as well as aimed to grow new audiences. Although public engagement events 
could only be commenced towards the end of the COVID-19 pandemic and lifting of national lockdowns 
across Europe, it was possible to carry out a comprehensive number of different types of public engagement 
events by the Excalibur partners including annual fairs, public outreach events, public talks, industry and 
networking events.  
 

2. Public dissemination events 

2.1. Annual Fairs 

The Excalibur project was presented by partners at 16 annual fairs in five countries. 
 

Event name Partner Date City, 
Country 

Topic Attendees Number of 
attendees 

Associated 
WP 

22nd Fair of 
Gardening and 
Agriculture  

INHORT 14-15/09/2019 Skierniewice, 
Poland 

Improvement of 
biodiversity and 
pest management 
in fruit production  

General public, 
farmers 

150 6 

The RHS Flower 
Show Tatton Park 
by Royal 
Horticulture 
Society 

NHM & 
NIAB-EMR 

21/07/2021 Cheshire, 
United 
Kingdom 

Participated with 
a stand called 
“The Soil is Alive” 

General public, 
farmers, 
companies, 
representatives 
of learnt 
societies 

80,000 6 

Central 
Agricultural Fair 

INHORT 26-28/11/2021 Nadarzyn, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

300 all 

Fruit and 
Vegetable 
Growing Fair 

INHORT 12-13/01/2022 Nadarzyn, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

400 all 

III Dzien Pola INHORT 05/06/2022 Boguchwala, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

80 all 

III Krajowe Dni 
Pola 2022 pod 
hasłem "rolnictwo 
przyszłości” (EN: 
3rd National Field 
Days 2022 under 
the theme 
"Agriculture of 
the future") 

INHORT 11-13/06/2022 Płońsk, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

300 all 
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GreenTech INHORT 14-16/06/2022 Amsterdam, 
The 
Netherlands 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

1500 all 

XXI Dni Ogrodnika 
– Targi 
Międzynarodowe 
(EN: XXI 
Gardeners' Days - 
International 
Trade Fair) 

INHORT 10-11/09/2022 Gołuchowo, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

530 all 

Malvern Autumn 
Show 2022 

NHM 23-25/09/2022 Malvern, UK Booth showing 
soil creatures, 
pollen, fungi and 
eDNA sequencing 

General public, 
farmers, 
companies, 
representatives 
of learned 
societies 

400 8 

XVII Jesienna 
Giełda Ogrodnicza 
(EN: 17th Autumn 
Horticultural 
Market) 

INHORT 01-02/10/2022 Boguchwała, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers 

500 all 

Fruit and 
Vegetable 
Growing Fair 

INHORT 18-19/01/2023 Kielce, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers 

2500 all 

IV Dzień Pola (EN: 
4th Field Day) 

INHORT 11/06/2023 Boguchwała, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

150 all 

Fiera Meccanica 
Agricola di 
Saluzzo (EN: 
Saluzzo 
Agricultural 
Mechanics Fair) 

UNITO 29/09/2023 Saluzzo, Italy Oral presentation 
on Excalibur 
"Prodotto buono, 
sano e  
sostenibile: il 
fattore 
ambientale" (EN: 
Good, healthy and 
sustainable 
product: the 
environmental 
factor) 

farmers, 
advisors, policy 
makers, 
general public 

50 3, 6 

XVIII Jesienna 
Giełda Ogrodnicza 
(EN: 18th Autumn 
Horticultural 
Market) 

INHORT 07-08/10/2023 Boguchwała, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INHORT stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

150 all 

Ecomondo UNITO 09/11/2023 Rimini, Italy Presentation of 
Excalibur project 
at Unito stand 

researchers, 
scientist, 
manufacturer, 
students, 
industry 
representative 

100 6 

GROWTECH 2023 INTERMAG 22-25/11/2023 Antalya, 
Turkiye 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within the 
INTERMAG stand 

Farmers, 
distributors, 
companies, 
advisors 

about 
50000 

6 

 
 

2.2. Public engagement events 

The Excalibur project was presented by partners at 12 public engagement events in two countries. 
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Event name Partner Date City, Country Topic Attendees Number of 
attendees 

Associated 
WP 

Science Uncovered  NHM 01/09/2021 London, 
United 
Kingdom 

Event title: 
World Wild 
Webs: Our 
interconnected 
planet  

General public, 
government, 
companies, 
learnt societies 

5000 5 

Piknik Województwa 
Łódzkiego "Historia z 
Funduszami 
Europejskimi” (EN: 
"History with 
European Funds") 

INHORT 22/04/2022 Tum, Poland Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

100 all 

Piknik Województwa 
Łódzkiego  

INHORT 29/04/2022 Plichtów, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

150 all 

Targi Ogrodnicze 
"Ogrodowe Pasje" 
(EN: Garden Fair 
"Garden Passions") 

INHORT 07-
08/05/2022 

Koszelew, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

100 all 

Dzień Otwartych 
Drzwi Instytutu 
Ogrodnictwa – PIB 
(EN: Open Day at the 
Institute of 
Horticulture) 

INHORT 22/06/2022 Skierniewice, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

90 all 

Dożynki 
Województwa 
Łódzkiego (EN: 
Harvest Festival of the 
Łódzkie Voivodship) 

INHORT 21/08/2022 Radomsko, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

250 all 

XXXI Krajowa 
Wystawa Rolnicza (EN: 
XXXI National 
Agricultural 
Exhibition) 

INHORT 03-
04/09/2022 

Częstochowa, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

300 all 

45. Święto Kwiatów, 
Owoców i Warzyw 
(EN: 45th Festival of 
Flowers, Fruits and 
Vegetables) 

INHORT 10-
11/09/2022 

Skierniewice, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

1000 all 

Naz Legacy 
Foundation’s annual 
Interfaith Youth Iftar 

NHM 17/04/2023 London, 
United 
Kingdom 

Sustainable 
agriculture 

Faith leaders, 
scientists, 
young people, 
press 

200 4 

Dożynki 
Województwa 
Łódzkiego (EN: 
Harvest Festival of the 
Łódzkie Voivodship) 

INHORT 20/08/2023 Paradyż, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors 

120 all 

Ogólnopolska 
Pielgrzymka Rolników, 
Dożynki Jasnogórskie, 
XXXII Krajowa 
Wystawa Rolnicza (EN: 
National Pilgrimage of 
Farmers, Jasna Góra 
Harvest Festival, XXXII 
National Agricultural 
Exhibition) 

INHORT 02-
03/09/2023 

Częstochowa, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's 
project within 
the INHORT 
stand 

Students, 
farmers, 
advisors, 
researchers, 
public 
administration 

800 all 
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59th Wildlife 
Photographer of the 
Year Launch 

NHM 12/10/2023 London, 
United 
Kingdom 

Fungi and eDNA  Public and 
delegates from 
public 
administration 
and learned 
societies 

200 4 

 

2.3. Public talks 

The Excalibur project was presented by partners in 12 public talks in four countries. 
 

Event name Partner Date City, Country Topic Number of 
attendees 

Attendees Associate
d WP 

OBIETTIVO RICERCA: 
Mettiamo al centro 
l'Agricoltura che 
innova (EN: RESEARCH 
OBJECTIVE: Putting 
agriculture that 
innovates at the 
centre) 

CREA 20/02/2023 Rome, Italy Presentation: "Nuovi 
approcci per la tracciabilità 
specie specifica dei 
microrganismi nel suolo" 
(EN: New approaches for 
species-specific 
traceability of micro-
organisms in soil) 

ca 40 NA 5 

Elementi di didattica 
per insegnare il suolo: 
la fabbrica della vita 
(EN: Elements of 
teaching soil: the 
factory of life) 

UNITO 24/05/2023 Verbania, 
Italy 

Oral presentation 
"cambiamenti climatici: 
effetti sull’agricoltura e 
sulle malattie delle piante 
e strategie per limitarne gli 
impatti" (EN: climate 
change: effects on 
agriculture and plant 
diseases and plants and 
strategies to limit their 
impacts) 

100 Students, 
teachers 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 05/06/2023 NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 18/07/2023 NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS  
26/09/2023 

NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 06-
07/09/2023 

NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 20-
21/09/2023 

NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

Progetti e interventi 
per rigenerare il suolo 
(EN: Projects and 
interventions to 
regenerate the soil) 

UNITO 29/09/2023 Casale 
Monferrato, 
Italy 

Presentation of Excalibur 
project 

100 General 
public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 03/10/2023 NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 

InnoculumPlus event INPLUS 24/11/2023 NA NA NA Farmers, 
companies, 
general public 

6 
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Elementi di didattica 
per insegnare il suolo: 
la fabbrica della vita 
(EN: Elements of 
teaching soil: the 
factory of life) 

UNITO 29/11/2023 Biella, Italy Oral presentation 
"cambiamenti climatici: 
effetti sull’agricoltura e 
sulle malattie delle piante 
e strategie per limitarne gli 
impatti" (EN: climate 
change: effects on 
agriculture and plant 
diseases and plants and 
strategies to limit their 
impacts) 

100 Students, 
teachers 

6 

Comprehensive berry 
crop technology. 
Threats and prospects 
for the new season. 

INHORT 12/03/2024 Plonsk, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's project 
results (use of 
biopesticides) 

about 100 Farmers, 
advisors 

6 

World Fungus Day - 
Fungi Festival 

UCPH 06/10/2024 Copenhagen, 
Denmark 

Public talk on fungi for 
biocontrol of insects (15 
min) 

50 General 
public 

3, 5 

 

2.4. Industry, networking, workshops, university and other events 

The Excalibur project was presented by partners to diverse audiences by way of 6 presentations at 
networking, university workshops and industry events in three countries. 
 

Event name Type of 
event 

Partner Date City, 
Country 

Topic 

Numbe
r of 

attend
ees 

Attendees WP 

Stellenbosch Women 
Alumnae Network 

(SWAN) event 

Networking 
event 

NHM 10/12/
2022 

London, 
United 

Kingdom 

Genetics applications in 
agriculture 

ca 20 General 
public 

4 

NPLK18001U Applied 
Insect Ecology and 
Biological Control 

University 
course 

UCPH 
Course 
2023-
2024 

Copenha
gen, 

Denmark 

Presentation of EXCALIBUR 
project to university 

students 
40 Students all 

NPLB18000U Basic 
Course in Plant 

Protection 

University 
course 

UCPH 
Course 
2023-
2024 

Copenha
gen, 

Denmark 

Presentation of EXCALIBUR 
project to university 

students 
  Students all 

Spotkanie polowe w 
Gospodarstwie 

Rolnym Andrzej Bęben 
(EN: Field days at the 
Andrzej Bęben Farm) 

Workshop, 
field day 

INTERMA
G 

13/09/
2024 

Jasice, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's project within 

the INTERMAG stand, 
presentation of plots 

where soil microorganisms 
were applied 

350 Farmers, 
advisors  

6 

Spotkanie polowe 
MINGE (EN: Field days 

MINGE) 

Workshop, 
field day 

INTERMA
G 

18/09/
2024 

Strzępiń, 
Poland 

Presentation of 
EXCALIBUR's project within 

the INTERMAG stand, 
presentation of plots 

where soil microorganisms 
were applied 

450 Farmers, 
advisors  

6 

Tree Fruit Day 
Industry 

event NIAB Feb-25 UK 
Managing apple replant 

disease via beneficial 
microbes 

100-
150 

Growers, 
Advisors 3 

 

3. Conclusions 
In total the Excalibur project was presented by partners at 16 annual fairs, 12 public engagement events, 12 
public talks and another 6 activities covering university, workshops and industry events. It enabled to engage 
with several thousand of members of the general public. Public events also allowed the direct interaction 
between Excalibur partners and diverse audiences ranging from general public (adults, young people and 
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children), farmers, growers, advisors, companies, learnt societies, government, as well as school publics and 
university students. The public dissemination activities provided an in depth insight into specific aspects of 
the Excalibur project and communicate key messages. Excalibur partners used a range of displays and 
engagement approaches in order to communicate the key messages to diverse audiences, including 
specimens, films, images, participatory activities (e.g. DNA extractions from strawberries, and microscopy of 
invertebrates), talks and display on evidence-based data. In conclusion dissemination events were actively 
pursued from the beginning of the project and enabled continuously engagement with public audiences on 
the potential of nature-based solutions for more sustainable agriculture and food security for the future.  
 


