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1. Introduction

Following the termination of NSF as leader of WP6, the preparation and distribution of new press releases
has been planned by IZERTIS, as described in this deliverable.

The aim of these press releases is to attract the attention of stakeholders potentially interested in the project
topics, as well as to inform about its key results, targeting a wide audience.

The media (press, TV, radio, specialized magazines...) can help us to reach the target audience mentioned
above, and they can be reached through press releases as well as personal contacts with journalists.
Therefore, apart from the preparation of press releases, it is important that EXCALIBUR partners build and
maintain a network of science and agricultural journalists to give greater visibility to its achievements.

2. Press releases so far

According to the Grant Agreement, a total of 10 press releases in 9 languages (EN, DE, IT, PL, SI, FR, ES, NL
and DK) have to be prepared and distributed throughout the project implementation period (twice a year).
Until their termination in M35 (April 2022), 5 were prepared and distributed by NSF:

- Press release no. 1: M6 (November 2019)
- Press release no. 2: M11 (April 2020)

- Press release no. 3: M19 (December 2020)
- Press release no. 4: M25 (June 2021)

- Press release no. 5: M33 (February 2022)

The press releases were uploaded to the old website (which is not available any more) by NSF and have been
uploaded to the new website by IZERTIS as well (https://excaliburh2020.eu/en/press-releases/):



https://excaliburh2020.eu/en/press-releases/

D6.20 New press releases
i[l EXCAL] BUR Rev. 002 / Date: 20/03/2024

PRESS RELEASE M.1

20 November 2019

EXCALIBUR partners aim to develop a comprehensive strategy of soil
mianagement improving the effectiveness of biccontrol and biofertifization
practices in agriculture.

Innovation drives today's development in almost any possible field. Agriculture and soil-
management is not an exception and Excalibur project proves that right. By innovation and
multi-actor approach Excalibur seeks to catalyse the process of developing new farming tools
by improving our understanding about the relations of microbial inooulz with the sodl and crop
biodiversity. Siwteen partners from
all over Europe have united their
efforts to achieve this goal.

LLucolibur hos the ombition of
marking the road to o biodiversity-
driven chonge i the soil
managemant of crops through the
goknowledgement of the important
role of soil biodiversity consarvation
and exploitotion™, says Dr. Stefano
Mocali, Project Coordinator.

The project aims to deepen the

knowledge on soil biodiversity dynamics and its synengistic effects with prebiotic and probiotic
approaches in horticulture. In this context, new multifunctionad soil microbial inoculants (bio-
inocula) and bio-effectors will be tested on three model crops of economic importanoe
{tomato, apple, strawberry)] under different experimental and open-field conditions across
Europe.

The field trizls planned in the project are playing a key role to achieve the project objective
and for this reason, they have been defined in relation to the climatic and soil characteristics
present in the different countries of the project’s partners. A comprehensive anabytical
assessment of initial soil physico-chemical-biological properties for all experimenta] sites will
be performed to obtain the largest and deepest possible assessment of the native biodiversity
in the field hosting the trials. This will be followed by the monitoring of changes in these

Figure 1. Press release #1 (November 2019)
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PRESS RELEASEN 2

30 Aol 2029

EXCAT IBRUR sett out to rexhape commerrial azmicolturs
Eurapean research team abous io unravel ey principles for ofecie parhogen comiraol

Austris, GRAZ —The meiti-facebed nesearch oroject ENCALIELR ueiting 1€ Europesn partners in the
mricsion i promote B susisirable Change in commesrsal EETOUtTE £ Bhout to ST i rest working
BcSisitas. Ungder te mee of Frod. Gasrizle By from the Gres Uriversity of Tachinglogy, the scentss
will drarscterise emingical mertapizmes bekine Siocotol to generate o farpe cotadmse Oof pArETEIErT
relevant for it effeciivenss: The thersoy Fained inowecEe will be trensisted nio Oest oradis
guid=lnes for fermers end manufacurers 50 they can masimise ocog producthity through improved
Bnd lang-term susainsbis application of bioproducts {i.2 producks besed on migoorganizmE].

The mioobome defines "all  knds oF
mitroarganoTE whith e togetherin s coafined
psce  Bnd - polieciively esert  importent
furctiors”, eapiging Praf. Sabriste Berp wha Iz
one of the projed I=sders. The relevance of the
microbiome for our hesh = well admowiedged.
Simiiary, inase MICOSIORC OEMLYES play Bn
importent pert in pant kealth Bng productiity.
| They support e perminetion of seeds, promote
plact growih oy procudng plant goowth
hormores  mnd  supplying mulients,  snd
covkrizate b0 the Mol smel that sttack
il st ; polisvetore
& mymETmiz| fungas colenTing o fne oot

Siding pisnts in pethogen defence socounts & erother Denefit. By enpioiting the functions of the coil
FRECFCFERNLSTE OFEP proguciivity ana heafth can be comtroiled surtsinably.

“ThroUGH 0OWI ERENNOIDgIET We oW on eom from micobiamies now o affactivaly aontrol
pathogens”, states Frof. Barg, wing seas EAOT o “on aefroordimery cpmertunidy ™

g eie by Frol Sey e Sermen-

ekt L TecrrLiogien Aobn e st S e - zhwr At et b ruie
Ao parmei e afcha e durfzobey wrisdlipen -y @men, sse mumn Lokt rreper derboiEeren ke Cmo T e
Folr Chanoer

This project has motbad funding from the Saropean Union's Horfzon 2020 resesech and
Innmatinn prograsmme under grasm agresment o 517886

Figure 2. Press release #2 (April 2020)
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I-]X('.H.i!l I Press Release Rev 2
Date 17/12/2020

PRESS RELFASE N.3

17 December 2020

EXCALIBUR selects new biocontrol agents for tomaro and strawberry

European research feam on the selection of microbial antagonist to conirol
pathogens on hormiciltural crops.

The Centre of Competence AGROINNCVA of
University of Toring {UNITO), which is led by Prof. Maria
Lodovica Gulling 2nd is partner of the Ex=libur project, i=
working on the identification of nove!l microors=nisms
=blz to control tomate and strawberry plant diseaszes.

We selected — a5 explained by Prof. Massimo Puglisse
from AGROINNOVA - two commercial farms locsted in
Fiedmont Region in Iely in 2020 where we monitored
severa| key diseases affecting tomatoes and strawhberny
plantz. We collected diseased plants and identified the
pathogens by [eborstory culturing technigues with
particular sttention to microbes that might come from the
=oil, 3lso called soil-bome pathog=ns. At present; we are
using the isolated pathogens o0 inoculzte piants grown in
greenhouses 2s part of 2 pot-scale expenment for
reproducing the same diszases chserved in the fisld to
select microbial antagonists that might help with the
control. We are testing fungi and bacteriz including
Trichoderma, FPseudomonos and  non-pathogenic
Fusarium strains, 2nd svaluating their capacity to control the soil-borne pathogens.

We are also assesszing the ffect of organic fermlizers made of compost, zlone or fonified with microbial
strains, such as Trichederma, in suppressing the soil-bome pathogen Phytophthoro cogsici, which can
c3use stem and fruit rots to seversl oops, mduding tomato. Our finding, using molecular t=dhnigques,
showed that the suppressive activity = linked to the microbial population in the compost and the
amount of compost added to the experiments. Howsver, the ability of the rhizosphere micobial
compasition t change was also found o be of Important to reduce the diseass incidence. The results
have been recently published n Frontiers in Plant Sdence
[bttps./fwww fromtiersin.ore/articies/10.3389/fpls 202000885 /full).

After this selection process, the mo st promising sofutions will be applizd starting from next year in the
twe commercial farms to further validate the poszbility to control the di

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research and
nnovation progremme under grant agresment No 817546,

Figure 3. Press release #3 (December 2020)
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PRESS RELEASE N.4

June 2021

Launching EXCALIBUR trials in strawberry fields

A major aim of EXCALIBUR Project is to test the bio-inocula under realistic agronomic conditions in
field trials. At University of Copenhagen in Denmark, three different granular fungal inocula arrived in
April from the partners Inoculum Plus in France and KIS in Slovenia, and these bio-inocula are
prepared for application to strawberry plants in integrated and organic production systems. "It is
critical to evaluate the bio-inocula developed in EXCALIBUR at field scale in differsnt countries and

under different climatic conditions to
test the versatility and robustness of
the beneficial microbial solutions”,
says Micolai V. Meyling, associate
professor at Department of Plant and
Environmental Sciences, who s
responsible for carmying out the
strawberry field trials in Denmark.
“Fungal applications to root systems
of crop plants can have profound
effects on plant growth a= well as on
the ability of planis to cope with
pests and diseases’ , he adds. “We
will evaluate the potential benefits of
the applications on overall plant
establishment, flowering.  fruit
production and guality of berries
aver the coming seasons across

Fhola 1 Mods Nislsen & Nrmie V. Meping, Unversity of Coperhogest
Denmaork. Photo: Karen Ryabjery lensen

partner countries as well as assess impact on pests and dizease incidence of the plants”, In addition,
the effects of bio-inocula applications with integrated and organic management practices on the
dymamics of microbial and invertebrate diversity in the soil will be assessed over time in all field trials

of EXCALIBUR.

Thiz project has received funding from the European Union's Horlzon 2020 research and
inngvation programme undar grant agreement Mo B17046.

Figure 4. Press release #4 (June 2021)
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Figure 5. Press release #5 (February 2022)
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3. New press releases

According to the Grant Agreement, 5 more press releases will be prepared by IZERTIS in English until the end
of the projectin M66 (November 2024). The publication of the first of these newsletters (no. 6 of the project),
which was expected to take place in M46 (March 2023), was delayed with respect to what was planned in
the Grant Agreement due to the fact that the content was to be focused on the general assembly held in
London in September 2022 and in the last outcomes of the project shown there, but the minutes of the
meeting were not ready until December 2022, so the content had to be adapted.

The purpose of this tool is the communication and promotion of results through technological and non-
technological journals, magazines and newspapers.

IZERTIS will coordinate the preparation of press releases in EN and their translation to ES. EXCALIBUR partners
will collaborate in translating the press releases to their respective language (and thus cover all the languages
of the project: DE, IT, PL, SI, FR, NL and DK).

3.1.Design

The design of the press releases will be aligned with the new project brand, as described in the brandbook
of EXCALIBUR. It will include, as mandatory content, the EC funding disclaimer and the EU logo, the date,
and the contact details of the project coordinator. An example is shown below:

EXCALIBUR CONTINUES TO WORK ON DRIVING
A CHANGE IN SOIL MANAGEMENT BASED
ON BIODIVERSITY

PRESS RELEASE
PRESS RELEASE

Figure 6. Draft design of EXCALIBUR press release

3.2.Content

The content of the press releases will be decided jointly by IZERTIS and CREA, trying to make it as attractive
to the public as possible, including the latest outcomes of the project and aligned, where appropriate, with
relevant events of the project, for example, general assemblies, workshops or fairs in which it participates.
The collaboration of other entities outside the project will also be valued in order to maximise its impact, in
particular, with other projects financed under the same sub-topic, addressed through task 6.4 of the project
(which is led by CREA).
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3.3. Distribution

The press  releases  will be published on the  website (Newsletters  section:
https://excaliburh2020.eu/en/press-releases/), shared by all partners among their networks and intensively
promoted on the project social media channels.

As mentioned before, personal contacts with journalists will be key for the success of these press releases,
so all partners will be asked to identify the most relevant agricultural journals in each country (for example,
L'Informatore Agrario in Italy, Agroinformacién and Innovagri in Spain, and Jadodnik in Poland) and get in
contact with them in order to promote the project.

As a result of the publication of these press releases, it is expected that the EXCALIBUR project will be
mentioned in different media in the countries participating in the project and increase the interest in the
project results, both by the general public and relevant stakeholders, which in turn will lead to a higher
number of visits to its website and social media channels.


https://excaliburh2020.eu/en/press-releases/

